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MESSAGE

On behalf of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), we would like to extend our
warmest greetings and congratulations to SGV & Co. as they publish Doing Business in
the Philippines 2022.

The Department of Trade and Industry, as the regulatory arm of the Philippine
government in areas such as trade, industry, and investment promotion, aims to support
economic growth and job generation. In pursuit of these objectives, bringing in Foreign
Direct Investments (FDI) serves as cne of our key priorities, as the country builds back
better amid the economic impacts brought by COVID-19.

Over the next six years, DT will focus on key priorities aligned with the policy thrusts of
the Marcos administration such as: (1) Upgrading, upskilling, and upsizing micro, small,
and medium enterprises (MSMEs); (2) Fostering digital transformation and innovation for
competitiveness; (3) Promoting and supporting regional development; (4) Ensuring the
availability of affordable food; (5) Reconfiguring Philippine export sectors into industry
clusters, (6) Improving ease of doing business in the country; (7) Creating an enabling
environment that will attract investments and expand the market access of Philippine
exports; (8) Empowering and securing the rights of consumers; and (9) Transforming DTI
into an agile organization that is responsive to the needs of the Filipino people.

As we further strive to be a top investment destination in Asia, improving the country’s
attractiveness and competitiveness remains a top priority. It is imperative that we
strengthen the implementation of initiatives that will promote and advance the ease of
doing business in the country. In the 2022 World Competitiveness Yearbook, the
Philippines’ ranking climbed to 48th from 52nd in the previous year. This is reflective of
the government’s continuous efforts to enhance the country's capabilities. However, more
needs to be done as we begin a new era and face new challenges.

SGV's Doing Business in the Philippines 2022 publication presents itself as a timely and
relevant resource that significantly highlights the country’s economic outlook, as we work
on re-stimulating the domestic economy and building investors’ confidence.

DTl looks forward to continued partnership with SGV & Co. We are confident that you will
remain faithful to your mission to assist and support potential investors planning to
expand operations in the Philippines. Let us continue working together for a resilient,
inclusive, and brighter post-pandemic future.

Mabuhay po kayo!

ALFREDO E. PASCUA
-I.. SetretEry -

BREREREDLSDAYE—T 7T T1F YR R. IR Ir KA

DPoDAyE—

MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

MESSAGE

My warmest greetings fo the readers of the latest edition of SGV & Co.'s yearly
publicatfion, "Doing Business in the Philippines.”

After overcoming the brunt of the pandemic, the country is left with the
challenge of pursuing projects, policies, and reforms that focus on reviving our
economy and, more importantly, ocur Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises.
Restoring business confidence in the country, especially in the sectors that have
been most affected these past few years, is crucial as we strive to sustain the
upward trajectory of our economy.

This publication features, among others, the path that the government has
carved out to lead our nation's economic recovery in the coming years.
Through the collaberations and dialogues that will arise therefrom, | anticipate
better and more inclusive ways of doing business that will not only result in
progress but also resilience for whatever challenges that may come our way.

The days to come will constantly remind us of the need to remain competitive,
creative, and purposeful for our ventures to prosper. Rest assured that this
administration will not stop creating a community and environment where all
are free to invest in their passions as well as profit from them.

Allow me, therefore, to welcome everyone to do business in the Philippines,
and let us look forward to the better, brighter, and more innovative future that
we will make together.

Maraming salamat po at mabuhay tayong lahat!

FERDINAND R. MZRCOS JR.
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